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__________________________________________________________________________ 
Note to readers: This newsletter is a voluntary one-person operation and for three months the 
editor has been pre-occupied with the elections newsletter (which many readers also receive), We 
now have time to resume News Reports and Clippings and over the next two months will try to 
catch up, starting with Cabo Delgado and Renamo in this issue. Next will be a review of debt. But 
there is still more to come on municipal elections, and next year national elections, when we will 
have 300 correspondents across the country. Joseph Hanlon 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Also in this issue: 
   Renamo Congress and candidate 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Quote of the week: 

"Two decades after Sasol, Rio Tinto, Vale, Jindal, Kenmare, Montepuez Ruby Mining and 
other multinationals began to exploit the resources that nature has blessed our country, the 
impact of extractive industry on the lives of Mozambicans 'does not seem a boon and it now 
seems more of a curse'," said economist António Cruz, one of Mozambique more important 
economists, during the Inclusive Development Conference in Mozambique run by UNU 
Wider. (@Verdade 3 Dec) 

 

Small war in Cabo Delgado continues 
 
The insurgency in Cabo Delgado continues unabated:  
+ There have been at least 9 attacks in the past three weeks, and insurgents are now attacking 
road traffic. 
+ In the first report of retaliation, local people in Nangade decapitated two alleged insurgents. 
+ Mozambique security forces have committed serious abuses in Cabo Delgado according to 
Human Rights Watch. 
+ The unconstitutional secret trial of 189 people continues. 
+ Police and government officials are now refusing to comment on Cabo Delgado attacks, so the 
only information comes from local media. 
 
Carta de Moçambique, the new newsletter of Marcelo Mosse (6 Dec, https://www.cartamz.com), 
calculates that since the first attack on 5 October 2017, there have been 45 attacks, with 194 dead 
and 342 injured, and 750 houses sacked and/or burned. The attacks are in seven district of Cabo 
Delgado province, Mocímboa da Praia, Palma, Macomia, Quissanga, Ilha do Ibo, Balama and 
Nangade. Zitamar has an excellent interactive map with details of 59 attacks: 
https://zitamar.com/aswj-attack-locations/ Other estimates of dead range from 162 "confirmed" but 
excluding some killed by the military (Zitamar) to 203, including 123 civilians, 18 members of 
security forces and 62 militants. (Haysom, below). 
 
Several attacks have been reported in recent days. (Carta 4,7,9,10 Dec, 27,28 Nov; Pinnacle 
News 8 Dec; AIM 4 Dec, 29 Nov; MediaFax 4 Dec, 29 Nov) These include three attacks on road 
traffic:  
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+ On 2 December, a tractor and trailer was ambushed near Machava, Nangade. The tractor was 
owned by the Nangade district administration and was carrying cashew to market. Three or four 
people were killed, including the driver from the Nangade administration, who was decapitated. 
+ Two young men on a motorbike in Pundanhar, Palma were ambushed by two men on Tuesday 4 
December; one of those on the bike was able to escape, but the other was decapitated.  
+ On 23 November a lorry driven by a guard in the Niassa governor's office was attacked just after 
it crossed the Ruassa river from Niassa into Balama, Cabo Delgado, and the driver was killed. 
 
As well as attacks on road traffic, attacks on villages continued: 
+ On 23 November, Chicuaia Velha, Nangade was attacked with 12 villagers killed and 40 houses 
burned. (See Human Rights Watch report, below.) 
+ on 27 November Nacotuco, Macomia was attacked with one person killed, one injured, and a 
motorbike and pickup truck burned. 
+ On 30 November the Natchundi farm centre, Mocimboa da Praia, was attacked. Four people 
were killed and stored crops were burned. 
+ On 2 December Njama, a village near Natchundi, was attacked with houses burned but no one 
killed or injured. 
+ On Thursday 6 December insurgents attacked the village of Cogolo, Macomia, killing one person, 
burning six houses, and taking goods from a market stall. There has been a military base in the 
village, but it had been moved three days before the attack. Earlier, some youths associated with 
the insurgency had built a hut in Cogolo which they used as a mosque. Angry local people 
destroyed this hut because they said it was used to spread messages inciting violence. 
+ On early Wednesday morning 5 December insurgents destroyed 60 houses in Lilongo village. 
There were no dead or injured, but people lost food, clothing and animals. 
 
Like a 'Western" movie 
 
The attacks are not going unchallenged. Two hours after the 5 December attack on Lilongo, local 
people from five villages, communicating by mobile phone and armed with machetes and knives, 
gathered into a "posse" (as in a Western movie) and pursued the attackers. Two suspected 
participants were captured and decapitated.  
 
One of those decapitated, Fazil Chungu, came from Litingina villages and was suspected of being 
the guide to murderous incursions. His arm was cut off and carried into the village and displayed in 
front of Chungu's family's house. The posse also destroyed 17 houses of alleged relatives of 
insurgents and those suspected of belonging to rebel groups. 
 
The posse also captured Mustafa Suale Machinga, who had been shot and injured by the army on 
5 December and was abandoned by his comrades when they fled the base. He is about 30 years 
old, completed secondary school, served in the army, and had been in Maputo. Local people say 
he returned to Nangade a year ago and eventually joined the insurgents. (Carta de Moçambique (6, 
10 Dec) 
 
Two other examples of recent resistance have been reported. On 1 December Fifth Congress 
village, Nangade, was attacked. There was a militia with three guns who fought the attackers, but 
two militiamen were killed and 17 houses burned. (MediaFax & AIM, 4 Dec) 
 
An army patrol assisted by young men from Chukulwa village, Mocimbia da Praia, went hunting 
suspected insurgents and killed 7 men on 7 December. (Pinnacle News 8 Dec) 
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Unconstitutional secret trial continues 
 
The secret trial of 189 people which began 3 October continues. A trial behind closed doors 
violates of the Mozambican constitution which states that trials are public. 
 
The accused include 157 Mozambicans, 29 Tanzanians, and 3 Somalis. So far the court has 
questioned 114 of the accused. 
 
Because jails are badly overcrowded, only those accused of the most serious offences were kept 
in detention; 70 were allowed to await trial at home and all have absconded, admitted the 
spokesperson for the Cabo Delgado provincial court, Zacarias Napatima. They will be tried in 
absentia. 
 
The prosecution case is that members of the group were recruited in local mosques by Tanzanians 
who promised them large sums of money if they successfully incited people in Cabo Delgado to 
disobey Mozambican state institutions. Charges include murder, use of banned weapons, 
membership of a criminal association, and instigation of collective disobedience against public 
order. (AIM En 4 Dec) 
 

Human Rights Watch accuses army of 'serious abuses' 
 
"Security forces have allegedly arbitrarily detained, ill-treated, and summarily executed dozens of 
people they suspected of belonging to an armed Islamist group," reported Human Rights Watch 
(HRW) on 4 December. "The security forces should be protecting the people in Cabo Delgado, not 
abusing them.” 
 
HRW said: "Two soldiers in Macomia district confirmed killing suspects, but would not give details, 
fearful of being identified. One said that they had received 'orders from their superiors' to eliminate 
the 'bandits'. He said he understood those words to mean that they should 'kill them whenever it is 
possible.' A third soldier shared photos of corpses of alleged insurgents that were extrajudicially 
executed during an operation in Nangade district on November 13." 
 
The report tells the story of two young farmers arrested together with an alleged Islamic religious 
leader in Palma and eight other men on 18 August. The detainees were taken to military barracks 
in Mocimboa da Praia district and questioned overnight. HRW reports: “'There were many others 
there,' said one of the detainees, a 23-year-old farmer. 'We were all told to remove our shirts and 
sit on the floor. The soldiers would come and take us one by one to the forest, and then we would 
hear gunshots followed by screaming. Some of them did not come back.' A 25-year-old farmer also 
said that several of the detainees were taken outside, gunshots and screams followed, and the 
men never returned. The two men said they were released the next morning. Two others from the 
group were later transferred to Pemba and are facing trial for state security crimes." 
 
The report is on https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/12/04/mozambique-security-forces-abusing-
suspected-insurgents 
 
Carta de Moçambique (4 Dec) reports that in Palma, the problem is the police and military rather 
than insurgents. After 9 pm, police and military harass people on the street and demand money. 
On 30 November an employee of the Mundial construction company was shot and killed by police, 
Carta said. 
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Islamists recruited by filling the 
development gap with jobs and loans -  
but some beheaded for defaulting 
 
The Islamic insurgency is "a movement that has slowly built a resilient and diverse economic base 
in Mozambique, recruiting young men not only through the offer of wages or bounty but by 
providing them with capital to enter into both the illicit and licit economies," explains an excellent 
report by Simone Haysom of the Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime, 
published 25 October and available on https://globalinitiative.net/northern_mozambique_violence/ 
 
Young men were offered money, direct employment or bursaries in exchange for joining the 
movement. However "early leaders of 'Al Shabaab' had first begun to recruit young people into 
their mosques and madrassas (rather than an armed movement) with the offer of business loans. 
These loans could be invested in any sector of their interest and all new adherents to the sect 
moved into business. Some of them bought new boats for fishing, some started small shops selling 
food and consumer goods, and others established themselves as car-repair men or vendors of 
building materials or electrical tools. Some new members invested in entering the illegal mining 
trade or smuggling." 
 
"Many men who took loans from 'Al Shabaab' did not know what exactly they were getting 
themselves into. When the call came, one of things that was required of recruits was that they sell 
the new assets they had acquired, presumably to fund the attacks that began in October [2017]. In 
the week before the Mocímboa firefight, young men across the towns of Cabo Delgado sold their 
stock, stores and houses and left their homes to travel to Mocímboa da Praia. Not everyone was 
prepared to do this, however. Our information is that Al Shabaab’s recruiters were vague about the 
conditions attached to their loans. Young men were told that the loans were interest-free and could 
be invested however recipients saw fit - but when the movement called on them for help, they were 
obliged to answer. Those who held on to their assets without the movement’s permission, and 
without joining the fight or paying their dues, are now being targeted. This is why attacks on whole 
villages result in only a few deaths; the men who have defaulted are beheaded – and if they cannot 
be found, family members are made to pay the price," Haysom writes. 
 
"The illicit economy is indistinguishable from the local economy in areas where smuggling is 
prevalent," Haysom notes. "Illicit trades – ranging from wildlife poaching and drug trafficking to 
artisanal mining and human smuggling – have fostered corruption and undermined state legitimacy, 
provided livelihoods and local investment where the licit economy has not, and kept borders 
porous and the coastline unmonitored. Political figures, the ruling party and their elite criminal 
associates have openly benefited from both the licit and illicit extraction of natural resources, while 
the local community has often been punished for their involvement in informal illicit economies and 
denied the benefits of formal investment and economic growth. Into this crucible of resentment, 
extremists have stepped, offering opportunities for study and capital, and mobilizing their recruits to 
challenge violently the existing power relations."  
 
She concludes: "Illicit trade has also fostered corruption in the north and, in this way, has played a 
vital role in the breakdown of law and order, which has allowed the insurgency to establish itself 
locally and across the region." 
 
The heroin trade is part of that illicit trade, and it was the subject to a report by the editor of this 
newsletter earlier this year, available on: http://bit.ly/Moz-heroin 
 
There are no jobs, so don't be fooled 
 
Don't be enticed by false promises of jobs in Cabo Delgado, warned President Filipe Nyusi in a 
speech in Memba, Nampula, on 8 December. (AIM 9 Dec) Memba is one of the poorest districts 
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and the President is in effect admitting that with little development and no jobs, it is easy for Islamic 
militants to recruit young men with the promise of work. 
 
============ 
 

Renamo to choose 
president next month 
 
Renamo will hold a congress 15-17 January to elect its new leader and presidential candidate, its 
National Council decided at a 29-30 November meeting at the Renamo military headquarters in 
Gorongosa. January is the height of the rainy season, and the spokesperson for the National 
Council, Jose Manteigas, said the meeting would take place at the military base, weather 
permitting, or in Gorongosa town. Manteigas expects 700 participants and 300 guests. 
 
Three names are cited as likely candidates: interim coordinator Ossufo Momade, who holds the 
rank of general; Renamo General Secretary, Manuel Bissopo; and Afonso Dhlakama's younger 
brother, Elias Dhlakama. 
 
The National Council set requirements for candidates. Its original draft proposed that candidates 
had to have been in senior positions in Renamo, such as secretary general or provincial delegate. 
This would have excluded Elias Dhlakama, who as a government military officer was barred from 
holding a political office. But Elias supporters including Antonio Muchanga, Ivone Soares (head of 
the Renamo parliamentary bench and niece of the Dhlakamas) and Manuel Araujo (Mayor of 
Quelimane and married to Ivone Soare's sister) pushed for his inclusion so the criteria were 
expanded to include "struggled for democracy", meaning being in the Renamo military in the 1982-
92 war. (AIM En 2 Dec, Carta de Moçambique 3 Dec) 
 
The 54-year-old Elias Dhlakama was a Renamo guerrilla and was head of counter-intelligence for 
the north at the end of the war. He was sent to join the united national army, the FADM, when it 
was formed in 1994 and rose to become a Brigadier and head of general staff for the north. Elias 
has a masters degree in political science from the Catholic University in Lisbon. (Savana 7 Dec) 
 
Afonso Dhlakama, who had led the party since 1979, died of diabetes in May. 
 
========================================= 
This newsletter can be cited as "Mozambique News Reports & Clippings".  
If you need to cite it for academic purposes, treat it as a blog. The normal citation format would be: 
     "Mozambique News Reports & Clippings, number XXX", DATE, bit.ly/mozamb, accessed XXX. 
Previous newsletters and other Mozambique material are posted on bit.ly/mozamb 
========================================= 
 

Background reading 
 

Special reports 
Mozambique heroin transit trade 
   English - LSE - http://bit.ly/Moz-heroin 
   Portuguese - Pt - CIP - http://bit.ly/Moz-heroina 
Gas for development? 
   Gas_for_development_or just_for_money?_2015 bit.ly/MozGasEng 
   Gás_para_desenvolvimento_ou_apenas_dinheiro?_2015 bit.ly/MozGasPt 
Social protection report - 2017 Mozambique - http://bit.ly/MozSocPro 
Special report on four poverty surveys: bit.ly/MozPoverty 
2018 Constitution - http://bit.ly/2KF588T 
Minimum wage and exchange rates 1996-2018 -- http://bit.ly/MinWage18 
$2bn secret debt - in English 
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   Kroll - Full report on $2bn debt - http://bit.ly/Kroll-Moz-full 
   Kroll report summary - http://bit.ly/Kroll-sum 
   Key points of Mozambique parliament report - Nov 2016 - http://bit.ly/MozAR-debt-En 
   Following the donor-designed path to Mozambique's $2.2 bn debt - http://bit.ly/3WQ-hanlon 
In Portuguese: 
   Parliamentary Report on the Secret Debt (complete) bit.ly/MozAR-debt 
 
Election study collaboration: We have detailed election data from 1999 through 2014 and are 
inviting scholars to use this data collaboratively. http://bit.ly/MozElData 
Election newsletters are on http://bit.ly/2H066Kg 
 
Eight books by Joseph Hanlon can be downloaded, free: http://bit.ly/Hanlon-books 
Bangladesh confronts climate change (2016) 
Chickens and beer:  A recipe for agricultural growth in Mozambique (2014) 
Há Mais Bicicletas – mas há desenvolvimento? (2008) 
Moçambique e as grandes cheias de 2000 (2001) 
Paz Sem Beneficio: Como o FMI Bloqueia a Reconstrução (1997) 
Peace Without Profit: How the IMF Blocks Rebuilding (1996) 
Mozambique: Who Calls the Shots (1991) 
Mozambique: The Revolution Under Fire (1984) 
 
Two more will be available shortly to download: 
Apartheid’s 2nd Front (1986) 
Mozambique and the Great Flood of 2000 
 
These are still available for sale: 
Galinhas e cerveja: uma receita para o crescimento (2014) (free in English) 
Zimbabwe takes back its land (2013) 
Just Give Money to the Poor: The Development Revolution from the Global South (2010) 
Do bicycles equal development in Mozambique? (2008) (free in Portuguese)  
Beggar Your Neighbours: Apartheid Power in Southern Africa (1986) 
========= 
Mozambique media websites, Portuguese: 
  Notícias: www.jornalnoticias.co.mz  
  O País: www.opais.co.mz  
  @Verdade: http://www.verdade.co.mz  
  Carlos Serra Diário de um sociologo: http://oficinadesociologia.blogspot.com 
Mozambique media websites, English: 
  Club of Mozambique: http://clubofmozambique.com/ 
  Zitamar: http://zitamar.com/ 
  Macauhub English: http://www.macauhub.com.mo/en/ 
  AIM Reports:  www.poptel.org.uk/mozambique-news  
============================= 
This mailing is the personal responsibility of Joseph Hanlon, and does not necessarily represent the views of the Open 
University. 


